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Second Sunday of Advent: Weekly Bulletin 06" December - 14t December 2025
CONFESSIONS ARE AVAILABLE BEFORE AND AFTER HOLY MASS ON REQUEST

Alfreton

Saturday 06th December: 6.30pm Mass:
Graham Thorpe RIP
Sunday 07t December: 10.30am Mass:
Maurice, Desna & lan Wright RIP

Monday 08t December: NO MASS

Wednesday 10t December:
9am Adoration, 9.30am Mass: Christopher Ugwu RIP

Friday 12th December:
9am Adoration, 9.30am Mass: Christopher Ugwu RIP

Saturday 13th December: 6.30pm Mass:
Netto Houlihan RIP

Sunday 14t December:10.30am Mass:
Kenny Broughton RIP

Clay Cross

Sunday 07t December: 9am Mass:
Joe, Pauline & Theresa Connors RIP

Tuesday 09th December:
9.30am Adoration, 10am Mass: Esther Saward Ints

Thursday 11th December:
9.30amAdoration,10am Mass:Bentley & Cotter Family Ints

Sunday 14 December: 9am Mass:

Sick & Housebound:

Please pray for — Shirley Oakes, lan Martin, Val Kerlin, Mary Pfeffer,
Hazel Titon, Martin Mullally, Elsie Stewart, Brian Bradford, Peter
Egan. Ted Bennett, Jim Johnson, John Oliver, Karen Parker, Bridie
Joyce, Mick Mullarkey, Kath McGrath, Mark McCallum, Roseanne
Coyne, Cecilia Fletcher, Thomas Graczky Maureen Fuller, Paul
Fuller, Isobel Hopkins, Diana Davey, Eugene Grant, Patrick Mackell
and Pennie Burton. Please remember all in our parish who
need our prayers.

December 2025 Cleaners

Alfreton: Maureen Walker
Clay Cross: Rob Farrell

This Week’s Readers: Alfreton

Saturday 6.30pm: Maureen Fuller/Paul Fuller
Sunday 10.30am: Barrie Meloy/Fungai Chingwenje
This Week’s Readers: Clay Cross

Sunday 9am: Francis Cassidy/lan Patterson

Next Week’s Readers: Alfreton

Saturday 6.30pm: Alison Bailey/ Moya Melloors
Sunday 10.30am: John Boxall/Catherine Galloway
Next Week’s Readers: Clay Cross

Sunday 9am: Adrian Goodall/Sheila Hall

Collection for 29t & 30th November 2025

Alfreton £293.89
Clay Cross £334.36
Standing Order £27??7?°7
Total Collection £628.25
Repository CTK £1.65
Candles CTK £27.65

Mass & November souls Offerings £405.00

Many thanks for your generosity

“God is always trying to give good things to us, but our hands are too full
to receive them.” st augustine

Christ the King Alfreton & SS Patrick & Brigid church Clay Cross:
Bank Details: Cheques payable to - Christ the King Alfreton RCP, Account No: 03155671, Sort Code:30-92-59
Nottingham Roman Catholic Diocese Trustees — Company No. 7151646 Charity No.1134449




Second Collection: This Saturday/Sunday (06'" & 07" December): Poor and Needy Parishes
Next Saturday/Sunday (13" & 14" December): Christmas Flower collection

Unclaimed Special Raffle Prizes: We still have two special raffle prizes waiting to be collected! « 2™ Prize — Ticket No. 391 « 171
Prize — Ticket No. 326. If you are the lucky winner of either of these prizes, please come to the Parish Office with your ticket and
a simple proof of ID to collect your prize.

Christmas Bazaar 2025 — A Heartfelt Thank You! Our joyful annual parish event — the Christmas Bazaar — was wonderfully
supported by so many of you. We are truly grateful for your generous support in making this year's Christmas Bazaar such a
blessing for our parish community. A special thank you to our organisers, Mary Shelton & Mary Bentley, for their hard work and
dedication. We also thank: « All who ran the stalls* Allwho donated items and the three major donors+ The school children who
sang beautiful Christmas carols* Everyone who helped before, during, and after the evente And everyone who came along to
support the parish. Your kindness, enthusiasm, and community spirit made this event a great success! We are currently
finalizing the accounts, and the total amount raised will be published in next week’s newsletter with full details. As we
journey through this beautiful season of Advent, we are invited to pause, reflect, and renew our commitment to Christ and to one
another as a faith community. Adventis notonly a time of preparing our homes for Christmas, but more importantly, a time of
preparing our hearts for Jesus, who comes to bring us hope, peace, joy, and love. In this spirit of preparation, we encourage
every parishioner to reflect on how we can deepen our commitment to our parish family. Our parish thrives when each of us
offers our time, talents, and prayers generously. May God bless you richly for all you do for our parish family.

Children’s Christmas Party — Volunteers Needed: Our parish hopes to host a Children’'s Christmas Party on Sunday
21st December, after the 10.30am Mass at Christ the King Parish Hall, Alfreton. Sabrina Monk and Matthew McCallum
have kindly offered to lead this wonderful event, but they need more volunteers to help make it a joyful and successful day
for our children. If you can offer your time or support, please contact: Sabrina Monk — 07766 737173, email:
sabrina.mcn27@gmail.com We are also preparing for the Children’s Christmas Mass on Wednesday 24th
December at 6pm at Alfreton Church. Sabrina has again generously volunteered to take the lead, but more helpers are
needed to organise and prepare for this special Mass. If you are able to assist with the preparations or on the day itself,
please get in touch with Sabrina. Your help will make a big difference and will be greatly appreciated.

DROP-IN DROP-OFF: As we approach Christmas, I've been thinking about our many elderly parishioners who would love
to take part in the Christmas celebrations, Christmas meals, and other parish events. These faithful men and women—who
are truly the cornerstones of our parish—often need a little help getting to church. If anyone is able to offer a lift from
Alfreton & Clay Cross to an elderly parishioner for Saturday or Sunday Mass, or for special gatherings such as the
pensioners’ lunch, your kindness would make a big difference. If you can help, please speak to Fr. Paul after any of the
Holy Masses. Thank you very much for your generosity and care.

Afternoon Tea: The next Tea at Clay Cross is on Monday December 15t at 1pm - please sign on sheets at either church
by Sunday December 7t

Children’s Christmas Eve Mass 3pm at Clay Cross - children and parents are asked to stay for a short time after
Sunday Mass on December 7t & 14t for information and practice.

Journey through Advent with the Nottingham Diocesan Catholic Youth Service as we await the birth of Our Lord
Jesus Christ, with a printable Advent prayer journal produced by the Team. To download your free copy visit
www.ndcys.com/advent2025/

ADVENT: A SEASON TO OPEN OUR HEARTS TO THE LIGHT: Advent is a beautiful invitation from God — a time to pause, to
breathe, and to rediscover the deepest truth of our faith: Jesus is coming to be with us. Not only in the manger at Bethlehem
2,000 years ago... not only at the end of time... but here and now, into the very fabric of our daily lives. This season reminds us
that our hearts, like the manger, sometimes feel cold, cluttered, or unworthy — yet Jesus still desires to enter. He comes not
because we are perfect, butbecause He loves us. During Advent, we are called to wait — but not a passive waiting. It is an
active, joyful readiness, like a family eagerly preparing the house to welcome someone dearly loved. We clean, decorate, and
make room. In the same way, Advent invites us to prepare the inner home of our souls: Where is Christ asking to be welcomed in
my life? What areas of my heart need healing, peace, and His gentle light? How can | be more loving, patient, and attentive to
God and others? We live in a world that can blind us with noise, busyness, and endless distractions. But Advent calls us to slow
down and open our eyes — to see God at work even in the smallest gestures: the smile of a child, the kindness of a friend, the
quiet moments of prayer. The readings during Advent speak of darkness giving way to light. Jesus is that Light — and when He
enters, hope is reborn. When we allow Him to illuminate our lives, we discover what truly matters: It is not success, wealth, or
possessions...ltis love. It is mercy. It is friendship with God. It is the joy of knowing we are never alone. As Christmas draws
near, let us not only prepare our homes with decorations and celebrations, but prepare our hearts with prayer, forgiveness, and
charity. Let us reach out to those who are lonely, suffering, orin need — for every act of kindness makes room for Christ to be
born again in our world. May this Advent be a time of grace for you — a time of renewed faith, deep peace, and joyful
expectation. Like the wise men who followed the star, like Mary who trusted in God’s promise, like the shepherds who hurried to
adore Him...let us walk toward the Light that never fades. Come, Lord Jesus! Fill our hearts with Your hope, our homes with Your
peace, and our lives with Your love.



